[image: ]
Journal of Management and Administration Provision
Vol. 3, Issue 2, 2023
Page 50-59
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55885/jmap.v3i2.279  

 



Perception and Insights Regarding Development Basics among University Students: An Analysis of BAU and JKKNIU
Anupom Sarker1
1Department of Public Administration and Governance Studies, Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University, Trishal, Mymensingh, Bangladesh 
*Corresponding Author: Anupom Sarker
Email: anupom_18123127@jkkniu.edu.bd 

Abstract. The concept of development has been adopted by professionals and academics to demonstrate improvements in the quality of life for people in communities, countries, and geographical areas. Throughout history, the practice of development has been associated with actions and categorizations that have had the opposite effect on poor regions and countries. Current conceptions of development focused on respect for individual rights, human freedoms, environmental sustainability, health and well-being, and education have proven more effective in improving the lives of individuals. This paper represents the perceptions and insights of university students regarding the fundamentals of development. The study was carried out with the participation of hundred undergraduate and graduate students from two public universities in Mymensingh. This research was based on a survey in which respondents were given a questionnaire to assess their perceptions and insights on development. The findings of the analysis revealed that respondents have positive perceptions and insights across all development dimensions—social, economic, and environmental—with the economic and social concerns.
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INTRODUCTION
"Development" is a multidimensional concept that incorporates economic, social, political, and environmental growth to increase a society's overall well-being. It frequently entails alleviating poverty, enhancing living standards, and promoting sustainable growth (Sen, 1999). The concept of "development" is characterized by intricate philosophical and political variances, rendering it challenging to define and engage in discourse precisely. The term "development" can encompass a wide range of interpretations, contingent upon the specific context in which it is used. In colloquial language, "development" is commonly used as a synonym for "growth" (Alkire & Santos, 2010). The process necessitates a gradual transformation from a less complex to a more intricate state. The challenge in delineating the parameters of progress arises from the inherent presence of subjective evaluations inside any discourse pertaining to progress or advancement.
"Development" is sometimes used interchangeably with "economic development," although the two terms are not synonymous. Those who study the evolution of societies focus on the dynamics of social change typically. This will necessitate the expansion of traditional notions regarding the roles of the family, religion, and government (Willis, 2011). In addition to natural processes such as population growth, migration, and cultural adaptability, a flourishing civilization also contains them. The term "development" refers to the advancement of a nation's economic and social conditions (UNDP, 2020). Development is a linear process of economic and social progress, with stages of traditional society, preconditions for take-off, take-off, drive to maturity, and the age of high mass consumption (Rostow, 1960). Development is a critical concern for societies, governments, and individuals alike in an increasingly interconnected and fast-changing globe. Socioeconomic development involves various factors such as income levels, education, healthcare, infrastructure, and general living standards. Universities, as centers of knowledge and variety, play an essential role in molding students' views and thoughts about socioeconomic growth. Understanding university students' perceptions and insights on this subject is critical, as these students are not only benefactors of the development process but also future architects of societal change. The fact that university students are a substantial group ready to transition into the workforce and become leaders in their respective industries emphasizes the necessity of examining their opinions and ideas regarding socioeconomic growth. Furthermore, their viewpoints on socioeconomic development policy design and implementation might significantly impact. As a result, understanding how university students perceive and comprehend development is critical to improving the efficacy of development policies and initiatives. This paper represents the perceptions and insights of university students regarding the fundamentals of development.
The general objective is to explore perception and insights regarding development basics among university students. To achieve its general objective, it also covers the following special objectives; (1) To find out the basic knowledge regarding development among the young students; (2) To further know about what is the actual perception and insights about development among the university students.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
There is less research on what students actually understand about sustainability and their perceptions of development (Carew & Mitchell, 2002; Kagawa, 2007). The cognitive map strategy was used by (Lourdel et al., 2007) to measure the student's perception of the development concept following training that emphasized the concept. The results revealed perceptional variations between students before and after instruction. Before instruction, students were able to identify a limited number of phrases and words with development. As a result, instruction had a significant impact on changing their perception of development. Despite their inadequate understanding of the term, (Azapagic et al., 2005) discovered that undergraduate engineering students saw development as significant. In addition, students emphasized the significance of growth for future generations. In addition, the students were only informed about the environmental elements of growth, not the economic and social ones. Similarly, a study of Oxford university students indicated that over 90 percent of applicants recognized developing environmental difficulties, 70 percent identified economic aspects, and just 50 percent recognized the social aspect (Summers et al., 2004). On the other hand, (Stir, 2006) study discovered that pre-service teacher education students at Griffith University (Australia) had limited awareness of development factors (economic, social, and environmental). In agreement with Stir's findings, (Darnton, 2004) discovered that less than 30 percent of the British populace is aware of the notion of development. Furthermore, individuals who claimed to understand the notion were unable to articulate what development entails. There is obviously no general strategy for progress. To make student learning in Perception towards development concept 309 more applicable to a particular situation, it is essential to implement a curriculum modification approach that incorporates students' needs, goals, and concerns for  sustainability and development. In a world characterized by fast change, uncertainty, and sustainability-related concerns, higher education must play a vital role in preparing students to become engaged, responsible citizens.
METHODS
The study is mainly explanatory and descriptive in nature. Perception and insights regarding development basics among university students was explored with an analysis. In this research, both qualitative and quantitative research methods have been used. This research is based on an analysis of primary and secondary data. Both primary and secondary sources of data have been used here to conclude the study. Using a semi-structured questionnaire, in-depth interviews (face-to-face) and observation methods were used to collect primary data for this research (close ended questions) and Secondary data has been collected from various relevant publications, journal articles, books, e-books and so on. The study areas are Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) and Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) from Mymensingh.  This study explores perception and insights regarding development basics among university students. In this study, the primary data has been collected from 100 respondents; among them there are male respondents (n=50) and female respondents (n=50) who studies undergraduate and graduate in BAU and JKKNIU. Purposive sampling method is being used to get the viewpoint of the respondents.
Table 1. Location areas has been chosen to select the number of respondents.
	Study area (Institution)
	District
	Respondents Selection Criteria
	Type of Research Methods
	Number of Respondents

	Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU)
	Mymensingh
	Undergraduate and graduate students with random sampling
	Questionnaire Survey (Close ended)
	Male: 50
Female: 50

	Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU)
	
	
	
	Total = 100


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In this study, the primary data has been collected from 100 respondents; among them, there are male respondents (n=50) and female respondents (n=50) who studies undergraduate and graduate in BAU and JKKNIU. Data has been collected through an interview schedule. The collected data has been illustrated and analyzed below:

Figure 1. Development means Positive growth with changes over a period of time
Source: Field Survey
85% respondent has strongly agreed that development means positive growth over a period of time, 8% respondent said that they moderately agree, 4% respondent said that they do not very much agree with the statement and 3% respondent remains neutral regarding this.

Figure 2. Do you know that the core values of development are: Life Subsistence, Self Esteem and Freedom of Choice?
Source: Field Survey
89% respondent said that they are well known about the core values of development and these are Life Subsistence, Self Esteem and Freedom of Choice. Besides this, 6% respondent said that they don’t know about those core values. And, 5% respondent remain neutral regarding this matter.

Figure 3. Is it True that Economic Growth precedes economic development?
Source: Field Survey
Figure 3 confirms that 98% respondent said yes that economic growth precedes economic development. Besides, 2% respondent said that they are not sure about the statement. Surprisingly, no one said it “False” regarding this statement.

Figure 4. Improved consumption levels in an economy is a sign of economic development. Do you agree?
Source: Field Survey
93% respondent has strongly agreed that improved consumption levels in economy is a sign of economic development, 4% respondent said that they moderately agree, 3% respondent said that they are neutral regarding this statement.

Figure 5. Are you aware of Gross Development Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP) and Human Development Index (HDI) economic measures that measure the wellbeing of people in a country?
Source: Field Survey
88% respondent said that they are aware of Gross Development Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP) and Human Development Index (HDI) economic measures that measure the wellbeing of people in a country. Besides this, 4% respondent said that they don’t aware about those economic measures. And, 8% respondent are neutral regarding this matter.

Figure 6. Do you know that dividing GDP with the current population will result in GDP per capita?
Source: Field Survey
Figure 6. confirms that 78% respondent said that they know about dividing GDP with the current population will result in GDP per capita. Besides this, 16% respondent said that they don’t know about this. And, 6% of total respondent said nothing regarding this question.

Figure 7. The major variables of HDI are literacy rates, life expectancy, income per capita and inequality rates. Do you agree with this statement?
Source: Field Survey
81% respondent has answered that they strongly agree about of the major variables of Human Development Index are literacy rates, life expectancy, income per capita and inequality rates, 15% are moderately agreed, 3% respondent are not very much agreed and 3% are neutral with the statement. Surprisingly, no respondent was strongly opposed regarding this statement.

Figure 8. Economic growth and economic development are mutually inclusive. Is it “TRUE”?
Source: Field Survey
In the Figure 8, we can see that total of the respondent said it “TRUE” that economic growth and economic development are mutually inclusive.

Figure 9. Bangladesh is now scheduled to officially become a developing country  in 2026 ...Are you hopeful that Bangladesh will achieve the title within the stated period?
Figure 9 confirms that 77% respondents are hopeful about Bangladesh’s future title achievement. Besides that, 19% respondent are not hopeful regarding this statement. Furthermore, 4% respondent remain neutral.

Figure 10.  Are you aware of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, .......ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity
Source: Field Survey.
Figure 10 explores that 94% respondent said yes regarding their awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). Besides this, 4% respondent are neutral and only 2% of total respondent don’t aware of the SDG’s global goals. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The study is conducted among 100 respondents, among them 56% of the total respondent who responded to the questionnaire belong to the age of 21-23 years and 44% respondent belong to the age group of 24-26 years. Hypothetically there are chosen similar number of male (n=50) and female (n=50) respondent.
From section 1, it is clear that out of 100 respondents, 85% respondent has strongly agreed that development means positive growth over a period of time, 8% respondent said that they moderately agree, 4% respondent said that they do not very much agree with the statement and 3% respondent remains neutral regarding this.
It is found from section 2 that 89% respondent said that they are well known about the core values of development and these are Life Subsistence, Self Esteem and Freedom of Choice. Besides this, 6% respondent said that they don’t know about those core values. And, 5% respondent remain neutral regarding this matter.
From section 3, it is confirmed that among the 100 respondents, 98% respondent said yes that economic growth precedes economic development. Besides, 2% respondent said that they are not sure about the statement. Surprisingly, no one said it “False” regarding this statement. 93% respondent has strongly agreed that improved consumption levels in economy is a sign of economic development, 4% respondent said that they moderately agree, 3% respondent said that they are neutral regarding this statement in the section 4.
Section 5 represents that total of 88% respondent said that they are aware of Gross Development Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP) and Human Development Index (HDI) economic measures that measure the wellbeing of people in a country. Besides this, 4% respondent said that they don’t aware about those economic measures. And, 8% respondent are neutral regarding this matter. 
From section 6, it is confirmed that 78% respondent said that they know about dividing GDP with the current population will result in GDP per capita. Besides this, 16% respondent said that they don’t know about this. And, 6% of total respondent said nothing regarding this question. Section 7 represents that 81% respondent has answered that they strongly agree about of the major variables of Human Development Index (HDI) are literacy rates, life expectancy, income per capita and inequality rates, 15% are moderately agreed, 3% respondent are not very much agreed and 3% are neutral with the statement. Surprisingly, no respondent was strongly opposed regarding this statement.
Surprisingly section 8 illustrates that total of the respondent said “TRUE” that economic growth and economic development are mutually inclusive.  Out of 100 respondents, 77% respondents are hopeful about Bangladesh’s future title achievement. Besides that, 19% respondent are not hopeful regarding this statement. Furthermore, 4% respondent remain neutral in the section 5.9.
From section 10, it is found that 94% respondent said yes regarding their awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). Besides this, 4% respondent are neutral and only 2% of total respondent don’t aware of the SDG’s global goals.
CONCLUSION
Development is an activity that creates positive advancement, progressive impact, or the addition of physical, financial, environmental, societal, and demographic elements. The objective of development is to enhance the standard of living and quality of life of the citizens, as well as to generate or increase local regional higher employment possibilities, without degrading natural resources. Development is noticeable and beneficial, if not always instantly, and involves a component of quality change and the establishment of circumstances for its persistence. Since the 1960s, development weightings have significantly changed. This progress has been linked with arguments over the concept of development. The contrast between economic indicators, such as per capita income, on the one hand, and larger perspectives of development and well-being, which place social and psychological factors at their core, has been a defining characteristic. The contrast between universal or objective well-being and subjective or context-specific well-being has emerged as a focal point in recent years. This study was conducted using a survey in which respondents were given a questionnaire to assess their perceptions and insights on development. The analysis revealed that respondents have positive perceptions and insights into the social, economic, and environmental dimensions of development, as well as the economic and social concerns. We can classify the growth tendency as conscious and unconscious from a philosophical point of view. In the physical evolution of mankind, we can observe the progressive development and expansion of humanity. The consequence of this evolution process is the contemporary human physique. It is some sort of unconscious geological approach. The modern world then confronted the socio-cultural development process. After the conclude of the study, we can say that both the undergraduate and graduate students have enough and positive insights regarding development. Maximum number of respondent are aware of Gross Development Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP) and Human Development Index (HDI) economic measures, Furthermore, the young students have clear and meaningful perception about development of our country and aware of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure peace and prosperity for all the people by 2030. The perceptions and insights of the students in development basics has an opportunity to rise in future. 
LIMITATIONS
During this study, there were some limitations that have been observed. This study has undertaken a secondary qualitative analysis, which has certain limitations. 
FUTURE SCOPE
There are many areas to focus on for the researcher while conducting this study. The perceptions and insights of students in development basics has an opportunity to rise in future. Thus, in future, the students will be able to understand the basics and objectives of development.
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