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Abstract. Law enforcement against children as perpetrators of violent theft is a complex issue
that requires special attention, especially in the application of the principle of restorative justice
in accordance with Law Number 11 of 2012 concerning the Juvenile Criminal Justice System
(SPPA). This study aims to analyze the applicable legal rules, the implementation of law
enforcement by the Southeast Aceh Police, as well as the obstacles faced in handling cases of
children as perpetrators of violent theft. The research method used is qualitative with a case
study approach, which involves in-depth interviews, observations, and document studies. The
results of the study show that the rule of law prioritizes the principles of child rehabilitation and
protection through a diversion mechanism to prevent children from the formal criminal justice
system. The Southeast Aceh Police has tried to apply this principle, despite facing various
obstacles, such as limited facilities for children, lack of trained human resources, and low public
understanding of the restorative approach. This research emphasizes the importance of a
holistic approach that involves various parties to increase the effectiveness of law enforcement
against children. Support in the form of training officials, improving child-friendly facilities, and
community education is needed to ensure the success of a fair juvenile criminal justice system
and support the social reintegration of child offenders. Thus, this system can function optimally
to protect children's rights, create justice for victims, and restore social harmony.

Keywords: Law Enforcement, Children, Crime of Theft, Violence, Restorative Justice, Southeast
Aceh Police

Received: November 25, 2024 Revised: December 27, 2024 Accepted: January 27, 2025

INTRODUCTION

In the legal system in Indonesia, the protection of children is a very crucial issue. Children
as individuals who have not reached physical and psychological maturity need special attention
in various aspects of life, including in terms of law enforcement (Simangunsong et al., 2025).
However, when children are involved in criminal acts, this problem becomes more complex
because of the need to balance the aspects of justice and protection of children's rights. Cases of
theft with violence involving children as perpetrators are one of the challenges faced by law
enforcement officials (Prastini, 2024). This crime not only harms social norms, but also causes
trauma for victims and psychological impacts for perpetrators who are still in the developmental
phase. In this context, a humanist approach and in accordance with the principle of restorative
justice is very important.

The Southeast Aceh Police is one of the law enforcement institutions faced with these
challenges. With a geographical location that tends to be rural and a community that still holds
fast to traditional values, the approach in handling cases of children as perpetrators of criminal
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acts often has to be adapted to the local social and cultural context. This approach not only
involves police officers, but also cooperation with families, communities, and other social
institutions. In the framework of Indonesian law, Law Number 11 of 2012 concerning the Juvenile
Criminal Justice System is the main basis in handling children who are facing the law (Pradityo,
2016). This law underlines the importance of the principle of non-stigmatization, respect for
children's rights, and the restoration of children's conditions so that they can return to living a
normal life in society. However, the implementation of this rule at the field level often faces
various obstacles, both in terms of human resources, facilities, and public understanding of the
law.

The case study of the Southeast Aceh Police provides a real picture of the dynamics of law
enforcement against children involved in the crime of theft with violence. The data and facts
obtained from the cases handled by the Police show how the law is applied and what challenges
are faced in an effort to uphold justice while protecting children's rights. In addition, this study
also describes the extent of the implementation of the restorative justice approach in Southeast
Aceh. This approach not only focuses on sentencing, but also on efforts to improve the
relationship between perpetrators, victims, and the community. In the case of children as
perpetrators, restorative justice provides an opportunity for children to learn from mistakes
without having to lose their future.

It is undeniable that social and economic background is often a triggering factor for
children to be involved in criminal acts (Sarutomo, 2021). Poverty, lack of access to education,
and an unconducive environment are often the reasons behind children's involvement in criminal
acts. In cases of violent theft, economic pressure or environmental influences are often the main
motivation for a child to commit a crime (Adinda et al., 2023).

Law enforcement against children as perpetrators of violent theft also raises moral
dilemmas for law enforcers (Surbakti & Zulyadi, 2019). On the one hand, there is a demand to
uphold justice for victims; On the other hand, there is an obligation to ensure that the child of the
perpetrator does not lose his rights as an individual who is in the growth stage.

The juvenile criminal justice system in Indonesia adheres to the principle of diversion,
which is the transfer of the settlement of children's cases from the criminal justice process to the
extrajudicial process. Diversion aims to prevent children from the negative effects of the judicial
process, such as stigmatization and deep feelings of guilt (Prasetyo, 2015). However, the
implementation of diversion in the field does not always go smoothly, especially in areas with
limited resources such as Southeast Aceh.

In handling children's cases, the Southeast Aceh Police must also consider cultural aspects
and local norms. As an area with strong customary traditions, custom-based solutions are often
an option for resolving conflicts, including cases involving children. This approach combines
positive legal values with local wisdom, so that it is more acceptable to the community.

The importance of the role of families and communities in supporting the recovery of
perpetrators' children cannot be ignored. Children who are involved in criminal acts need moral
and emotional support from their immediate environment to be able to rise and change into
better individuals. Therefore, synergy between law enforcement, family, and the community is
the key to solving this problem. This study aims to analyze how law enforcement against children
as perpetrators of violent theft is carried out by the Southeast Aceh Police. In addition, this study
also explores the factors that affect the law enforcement process and its impact on the
perpetrator's children, victims, and society as a whole (Nurisman, 2022).

Through a qualitative approach, this research is expected to provide a more in-depth
picture of the issues raised. By understanding this problem more comprehensively, it is hoped
that solutions can be found that are not only fair but also effective in protecting children's rights.
This case study is also expected to be a reference for other law enforcement institutions in
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handling similar cases. By learning from the experience of the Southeast Aceh Police, it is hoped
that law enforcement against children can be carried out better in the future.

In conclusion, law enforcement against children as perpetrators of violent theft is an issue
that requires special attention. With the right approach, it is hoped that children who are faced
with the law can be empowered to return to live a productive and positive life in society.

METHODS

In this study, a qualitative method with a case study approach was used (Assyakurrohim
et al,, 2023). This approach was chosen to gain a deep understanding of the law enforcement
process against children as perpetrators of violent theft at the Southeast Aceh Police. This
research is a qualitative descriptive research. The purpose of this study is to describe and analyze
in depth the law enforcement process against children, the challenges faced, and the
implementation of the principles of restorative justice in these cases (Bogdan & in Moleong,
2001). The location of the research was carried out in the jurisdiction of the Southeast Aceh
Police. The selection of this location is based on the existence of cases of theft with violence
involving children as perpetrators, as well as local social and cultural dynamics relevant to the
research. The data sources in this study consist of: (1) Primary Data, data obtained directly
through interviews with key informants such as Southeast Aceh Police investigators, perpetrators
(children), victims, families of perpetrators, victims' families, and local community leaders; (2)
Secondary Data, data obtained from official documents, such as police reports, examination
minutes (BAP), laws and regulations, and literature related to the juvenile criminal justice system.
Data collection techniques are carried out through several methods, namely (Jogiyanto Hartono,
2018): (1) In-Depth Interviews: Conducted with key informants to dig up information about the
case handling process, the application of the law, and the obstacles faced; (2) Observation:
Conducted to see firsthand the process of handling child cases at the Southeast Aceh Police,
including interactions between investigators, perpetrators, and other related parties; (3)
Document Study: Review related documents such as case reports, laws and regulations, and
statistical data on child crime in the region. The selection of informants is carried out purposively,
namely by selecting informants who are considered to have knowledge or experience relevant to
the research topic (Wisfa & Ritonga, 2024). The selected informants include: Investigators from
the Women and Children Protection Unit (PPA) of the Southeast Aceh Police, the child of the
perpetrator of the crime of theft with violence, victims of criminal acts, the families of the
perpetrators and victims and community leaders or local traditional leaders. The main
instrument in this study is the researcher himself, with interview guidance as a tool. The
interview guide is prepared based on the theoretical framework and research objectives, so that
the data obtained can be directed and relevant. Data analysis is carried out qualitatively through
the following stages: data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

What are the Legal Rules for the Crime of Theft with Violence According to Laws and
Regulations?

The crime of theft with violence is regulated in Article 365 of the Criminal Code (KUHP).
This article explains that theft by violence is the act of taking someone else's property by using
threats or violence to facilitate the act (Wibisono, 2022). The threat of punishment varies,
depending on the impact or condition of the crime, ranging from nine years in prison to life
imprisonment if it causes the victim's death.

However, when the perpetrator of a criminal act is a child, the applicable legal rules
prioritize protection and a restorative approach. In accordance with Law Number 11 of 2012
concerning the Juvenile Criminal Justice System (SPPA), children who commit criminal acts are
processed with the principle of non-stigmatization and prioritize diversion, namely the transfer
of case settlement from the criminal justice channel to a mechanism outside the court. This rule
aims to protect children from the negative impact of the judicial process, such as stigmatization
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and psychological development disorders (Butarbutar, 2024). In addition, the SPPA stipulates
that criminal threats against children are half of the criminal threats that apply to adults.
According to Pasaribu & Sirait (2024), courts are expected to impose sanctions that are
educational and recovery-oriented, such as job training, counseling, or placement in social
welfare institutions.

Normatively, theft with violence is one of the serious crimes regulated in Article 365 of the
Criminal Code. The threat of punishment is quite severe, considering the impact it has on the
victim (Ayunita, 2024). However, when the perpetrator is a child, the legal rule emphasizes more
on the protection aspect, as stipulated in Law Number 11 of 2012 concerning the Juvenile
Criminal Justice System (SPPA). The principles carried out by SPPA, such as restorative justice
and diversion, are in line with the theory of child development put forward by (Erikson, 1950).
Erikson stated that childhood is an important period in the formation of identity and morality.
Retributive punishment tends to undermine this development, so a legal system that prioritizes
recovery and education is more appropriate for children. Previous research by (Febriani &
Suherman, 2024) It also shows that the implementation of SPPA is able to reduce the recidivism
rate of children if done consistently. This emphasizes the importance of applying a humanist
approach in law enforcement against children (Widadi & Zainuddin, 2024).

How is the Law Enforcement Carried out by the Southeast Aceh Police against the
Perpetrators of Violent Theft Committed by Children?

Law enforcement against children as perpetrators of violent theft at the Southeast Aceh
Police is carried out in compliance with the provisions of the SPPA. The law enforcement process
began with an investigation conducted by the Women and Children Protection Unit (PPA). At each
stage, investigators strive to prioritize the best interests of the child and minimize the trauma
experienced. The procedures implemented include: (1) Diversion, the Southeast Aceh Police
seeks to resolve cases through the diversion mechanism, especially for children who are
committing a crime for the first time. Diversion involves the perpetrator, victim, family, and other
parties such as community leaders or mediators.

This effort aims to resolve conflicts without involving children in the justice system; (2)
Assistance, the perpetrator's child receives legal and psychological assistance during the
investigation process. This assistance is carried out to ensure that children understand the
ongoing legal process and to maintain their mental health; (3) Temporary Placement, if a child
must be detained, the Southeast Aceh Police ensure that the placement is carried out in a special
children's detention center or a child-friendly place, in accordance with the provisions of the
SPPA.

In some cases, the Southeast Aceh Police also collaborate with relevant agencies such as the
Social Service and local customary institutions to find community-based solutions that are more
effective and in accordance with local culture. The results of the study show that the Southeast
Aceh Police have tried to apply the principles of SPPA in handling child cases. The diversion
process involved various parties, including victims, perpetrators, families, and community
leaders (Ningtias et al.,, 2020). This step reflects a restorative justice approach that aims to
improve the relationship betwee n perpetrators and victims and restore social harmony. This
approach is in line with the theory of restorative justice developed by (Ginting et al., 2024), which
emphasizes the importance of dialogue between perpetrators, victims, and the community.

Ginting stated that true justice is achieved when all parties involved in the conflict get the
opportunity to voice their experiences and find mutually beneficial solutions. However, research
by (Asmara & Iskandar, 2021) shows that the effectiveness of diversion is highly dependent on
the support of the community and the understanding of all parties to this mechanism. In the case
of Southeast Aceh, the existing cultural and social challenges are factors that affect the success of
the diversion process.
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What are the Obstacles Faced by the Southeast Aceh Police in Carrying Out Law
Enforcement Against Perpetrators of Violent Theft Committed by Children?

Law enforcement against children as perpetrators of crimes in the Southeast Aceh Police
cannot be separated from various obstacles, including: (1) Lack of Adequate Facilities, the
Southeast Aceh Police faces limitations in special facilities for children, such as child detention
houses that comply with SPPA standards. This often results in children being placed alongside
adult offenders, although this is legally prohibited; (2) Lack of Community Understanding, many
people do not understand the principles of diversion and restorative justice, so they demand
severe punishment for the perpetrator's child. This often complicates the mediation process and
out-of-court case resolution; (3) Lack of Human Resources, the PPA unit at the Southeast Aceh
Police has a limited number of personnel, so handling child cases often takes longer.

In addition, not all investigators have special training to handle child cases; (4) Social and
Cultural Pressures, as an area with strong customary traditions, law enforcement often has to
adapt their approach to local norms. In some cases, custom-based settlements may clash with
formal legal provisions, making the law enforcement process difficult; (5) Economic and Social
Impact, many children of perpetrators come from families with weak economic conditions, which
makes them vulnerable to negative environmental influences. This condition often complicates
efforts to rehabilitate and reintegrate children into society; (6) Limited Awareness of Children, as
a minor perpetrator, children are often not fully aware of the consequences of their actions. This
poses challenges in the investigation and mediation process (Ahkami & Asy'ari, 2025).

The obstacles faced by the Southeast Aceh Police, such as the lack of public facilities and
understanding, reflect the systemic problems faced by many law enforcement institutions in
Indonesia. Research by (Setiawan, 2018) revealed that the lack of special facilities for children
often causes child offenders to lose their rights during the legal process, including the right to
child-friendly treatment. In addition, the social and cultural pressures faced by the Southeast
Aceh Police show the need for a legal approach that is adaptive to the local context. In societies
with strong customary values, custom-based settlement is often considered more effective than
formal approaches. This is supported by research by (Pratiwi et al., 2024), which shows that the
combination of customary law and formal law can increase public trust in the legal process. The
limitation of human resources is also the main obstacle. Investigators who do not have special
training to handle child cases often have difficulty applying SPPA principles optimally. According
to the theory of competence by (Boyatzis, 1991), the effectiveness of task implementation is
highly dependent on individual competence. Therefore, special training for investigators is an
urgent need.

CONCLUSION

This study reveals that law enforcement against children as perpetrators of violent theft
in the Southeast Aceh Police has tried to follow the principles regulated in Law Number 11 of
2012 concerning the Juvenile Criminal Justice System (SPPA). Restorative justice-based
approaches and diversion mechanisms have been implemented to protect children's rights and
minimize the negative impact of the criminal justice process. However, in practice, the Southeast
Aceh Police faces various obstacles that hinder the optimal implementation of this system. The
limited special facilities for children, the lack of number and competence of personnel handling
children's cases, and the lack of public understanding of the principles of diversion are the main
challenges. In addition, strong local social and cultural pressures often affect the law enforcement
process, especially in the context of custom-based case resolution. However, the results of the
study show that the restorative approach has great potential to create solutions that not only
provide justice for victims, but also help the rehabilitation and reintegration of child perpetrators
into society. This is in line with the theory of restorative justice which emphasizes the importance
of restoring social relations between perpetrators, victims, and society.
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SUGGESTION

To increase the effectiveness of law enforcement against children, strategic steps are
needed, such as strengthening child-friendly facilities, special training for investigators, and
socialization to the public about the importance of a restorative approach. Collaboration between
law enforcement officials, government agencies, and community leaders is also the key to
overcoming existing obstacles. In conclusion, law enforcement against children as perpetrators
of criminal acts at the Southeast Aceh Police has been running in accordance with applicable legal
principles, although it still faces various obstacles. With the right support, the juvenile criminal
justice system in the region can develop better, creating a balance between legal interests, child
protection, and social harmony.
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